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Introduction 

As with another recent publication covering the history of the UK fifty pence coin, this Brushwood Coins Note has 
been written largely as a result of entirely new interest arising from coin collectors (and also from new web-based 
coin sellers discovering they could make a very quick profit!) This time the focus of recent popular interest has 
become the ten pence coin, inspired by the creation of the Royal Mint’s ‘The Great British Coin Hunt’ in 2018. 
 
The UK ten pence decimal coin had previously not been a coin of any particular great general interest and so remained 
very much for more established coin collectors to study; but that suddenly changed when the Royal Mint announced 
the release of the first of two special 26 coin alphabet letter-themed sets of ten pence coins into general circulation. 
Strong hints were given that these particular coins would have much lower than normal circulation mintages; more 
about that later. Also unusually, these alphabet letter coins were to be issued in the base-metal only at general 
circulation minting standard but not at any of the higher minting standards normally expected for RM special coins. So 
no Brilliant Uncirculated or Proof standard ten pence alphabet coins were issued in the standard base-metal, despite 
what some sellers might otherwise try to tell you. 
 
This coin note briefly explains the history and origin of what was to become the UK’s first decimal coin. It covers all the 
design variations to date since the coin’s incorporation into today’s modern decimal coinage in 1968. The reader will 
find full details of the alphabet series of letter ten pence coins, plus a discussion of all the scarcest ten pence coins, 
including a genuinely rare ten pence ‘mule error coin’ that may not be familiar to many collectors of decimal coins. 
 
Detailed information tables are included which show the total number of ten pence coins issued into general 
circulation for every year since its introduction. Further tables indicate the number of higher quality ten pence coins 
struck by the royal Mint to the ‘Brilliant Uncirculated’ and ‘Proof’ minting standards.  
 
There are a number of supporting annexes giving further detail on various other aspects of the ten pence (see 
contents list below), including discussion of non-UK 10p decimal coins, further historical context behind the coin’s 
introduction, trial die 10p pieces, error 10p coins and other topics of possible interest.  
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This is a low resolution version of the first edition of the book so that you can see 

the scope of everything that has been included. 

The ‘History of the UK’s First Decimal Coin’ published by Brushwood Coins is 

available free-of-charge to anyone making a donation of £5 or more to the 

Somerset Coalfield Life Museum at Radstock (near Bath).  

 

Every copy of the book issued is personalised to the person that has made the 

donation. The museum shop has a hard copy on display for you to look through if 

you wish to study it further before making your donation. 

The book is published in PDF format so that it can be put onto any computer, 

laptop, tablet, or smartphone for convenience of reading. If you wish to print a 

hard copy the book is available in either colour or greyscale versions to suit the 

type of printer you have available. (The greyscale version of the book is optimised 

for better quality printed monochrome images and is recommended if you do not 

have a colour printer available.) 

If you wish to find out more about how to obtain a copy this latest Brushwood 

Coins reference book please contact us via our website ‘contact us’ page. 

https://brushwood.mintrasystems.com/contact.php 
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Table 1: The UK Ten Pence Coin - General Circulation Mintages 
 

10p Coin Type    

1968 Definitive    

1969 Definitive    

1970 Definitive    

1971 Definitive    

1972 Definitive     

1973 Definitive    

1974 Definitive    

1975 Definitive    

1976 Definitive    

1977 Definitive    

1978 Definitive     

1979 Definitive    

1980 Definitive    

1981 Definitive    

1982 Definitive     

1983 Definitive     

1984 Definitive     

1985 Definitive     

1986 Definitive     

1987 Definitive     

1988 Definitive     

1989 Definitive     

1990 Definitive     

1991 Definitive     

1992 Definitive (Large)     

1992 Definitive (Small)        

1993 Definitive     

1994 Definitive     

1995 Definitive    

1996 Definitive    

1997 Definitive    

1998 Definitive     

1999 Definitive     

2000 Definitive    

2001 Definitive    

2002 Definitive    

2003 Definitive    

2004 Definitive    

2005 Definitive    

2006 Definitive    

2007 Definitive    

2008 Definitive (Rev: Ironside)    

2008 Definitive (Rev: Dent)    

2009 Definitive    

2010 Definitive    
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https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1969/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1970/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1971/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1972/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1973/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1974/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1975/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1976/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1977/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1978_Proof_only/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1979/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1980/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1981/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1995/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1996/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_1997/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2000/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2001/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2002/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2003/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2004/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2005/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2006/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2007/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2009/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2010/
https://brushwood.mintrasystems.com/
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2011 Definitive    

2012 Definitive    

2013 Definitive    

2014 Definitive    

2015 Definitive (4th
 Portrait)    

2015 Definitive (5th
 Portrait)    

2016 Definitive    

2017 Definitive    

2018    

2018 Definitive     

2018 A - Angel of the North    

2018 B - Bond... James Bond    

2018 C - Cricket    

2018 D - Double Decker Bus    

2018 E - English Breakfast    

2018 F - Fish and Chips    

2018 G - Greenwich Mean Time    

2018 H - Houses of Parliament    

2018 I - Ice Cream    

2018 J - Jubilee    

2018 K - King Arthur    

2018 L - Loch Ness    

2018 M - Mackintosh    

2018 N - NHS    

2018 O - Oak Tree    

2018 P – Post Box     

2018 Q - Queuing    

2018 R - Robin    

2018 S - Stonehenge    

2018 T - Tea    

2018 U - Union Flag    

2018 V - Villages    

2018 W - World Wide Web    

2018 X - X Marks the Spot    

2018 Y - Yeoman Warder    

2018 Z - Zebra Crossing    

2019    

2019 Definitive     

2019 A - Angel of the North    

2019 B - Bond... James Bond    

2019 C - Cricket    

2019 D - Double Decker Bus    

2019 E - English Breakfast    

2019 F - Fish and Chips    

2019 G - Greenwich Mean Time    

2019 H - Houses of Parliament    

2019 I - Ice Cream    

2019 J - Jubilee    

2019 K - King Arthur    

2019 L - Loch Ness    

2019 M - Mackintosh    

2019 N - NHS    

2019 O - Oak Tree    

2019 P – Post Box     
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https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2012/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2013/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2014/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2016/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2017/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2018_P_Postbox/
https://onlinecoin.club/Coins/Country/United_Kingdom/Ten_Pence_2019_P_Postbox/
https://brushwood.mintrasystems.com/
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2019 R - Robin    

2019 S - Stonehenge    
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Table 3: The UK 2018 Alphabet A-Z Ten Pence Mintages 
(Uncirculated / ‘First Strike’ Mintages) 
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The annexes which now follow contain additional supporting information for those wishing to explore the subject of 

the UK Ten Pence coin in further depth:  

 

 

 

Annex 1:  The Royal Mint Die Trial Piece Auctions 

Annex 2:   ‘The Great British Coin Hunt’ 

Annex 3:   ‘One Tenth of a Pound’ - Further Historical Background 

Annex 4:   The 1992 type Variations – Some Larger Pictures 

Annex 5:   Ten Pence Error Coins 

Annex 6:   Non-UK Ten Pence Coins - Crown Dependencies & Territories 

   

  Annex 6A:   Ireland (Eire) Decimal Ten Pence 

  Annex 6B:   Isle of Man Decimal Ten Pence 

  Annex 6C:   Bailiwick of Guernsey Decimal Ten Pence 

  Annex 6D:   Bailiwick of Jersey Decimal Ten Pence 

  Annex 6E:   Gibraltar Decimal Ten Pence 

 

Annex 7:   Precious Metal UK Ten Pence Issues 

Annex 8:   Valuing Your Ten Pence Coins 

Annex 9:   The Ten Pence Note  

Annex 10:   The 2008 UK Definitive Coinage Redesign – Matthew Dent 
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The obverse side of all future UK definitive decimal ten pence coins will carry the new effigy of King Charles III  
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